
ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

unAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING

A meeting of the Orwell Planning Committee (OPC) was held in the Pavilion on Monday 14 th November 2016 at 
7pm.
Present: Cllr W Talbot – Chairman (WT),  Cllr A Pulham – Vice Chairman (AP), Cllr D Kennedy (DK) and 

Cllr C Hoptroff (CH) 

In Attendance: Mrs J Damant – Clerk

Guest Speaker: Mr Greg Shaw (Pegasus) and representative from Davidsons Developments Ltd – 
Development of 49 dwellings along Hurdleditch Road.

01/11/16 Apologies for absence:
Apologies were received from Cllr Szembel due to work commitments. 

02/11/16 To sign and approve Minutes of meeting held on 19th October 2016
(Amendment to the agenda that minutes from 21st September be included).
The minutes of 21st September were proposed by Cllr Kennedy and seconded by Cllr Talbot, all 
agreed.
The minutes of 19th October were proposed by Cllr Pulham, seconded by Cllr Talbot, all agreed. 
The Chairman then signed both sets of minutes as a true record.

03/11/16 Public Participation:
(For up to 15 mins members of the public may contribute their views and comments - 3mins per
item) There were two additional members of the public in attendance.
Cllr Talbot thanked Mr Greg Shaw and representatives for attending the meeting.  Mr Shaw 
addressed the meeting and reported that in July 2016 the application for 49 houses had been 
refused by SCDC and on 30th August 2016 an appeal had been put in by the developers.  At the 
moment there is a back log and a date has not yet been set by the Planning Inspectorate, giving
the applicant some time to look at other possible options.  It was suggested that the appeal 
hearing will take place in March 2017.  Once the start date has been given and the process 
begins the Parish Council will have 5 weeks to respond. 
Cllr Talbot explained that they are not able to give any decision on this and that it will be 
discussed further at the full Parish Council meeting on 16th November 2016.
The developers then stated that subject to discussion, part of the appeal process would be to 
include a statement and if the Parish Council would like to have the land included it can be, this 
makes S106 agreements easier.  
A unilateral undertaking like a S.106 agreement is a legal deed where developers covenant to 
perform planning obligations however unlike S.106 agreements they don't have to be entered 
into by the local authority. A unilateral undertaking comes into effect when planning permission 
to which they are linked is granted. There is a period of 6 months for the Parish Council to 
accept, it would then be offered to SCDC.  If a Planning Agreement was entered into timescales 
would be discussed and the Parish Council would have more control of the process.
One of the school governors also reported that the school is presently undertaking a travel plan.
Many students are now coming from outside the catchment area which involves more vehicle 
movements.

04/11/16 Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests (disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs) 
include interests held by a member’s spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on the 
Agenda:
There were no interests declared.

05/11/16 Request for the following:
5.1 35 Town Green Road S/2923/16/FL & S/2924/16/LB
Mr W Green
Demolition of existing detached garage, erection of new detached garage and cart store, single 
storey side extension of house.
The Parish Council recommend 'No Recommendation' with no comments. Proposed by Cllr 
Pulham, seconded by Cllr Hoptroll, all agreed.
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5.2 57 Town Green Road S/2682/16/DC
Mrs Tilleard-Haines
Oak framed garden room to non original part of listed Building to the rear elevation.
Information Only.
Noted with no comments.

06/11/16 SCDC Decisions:
S/2365/ Former CEMEX Cement works has been granted approval.
S/2285/16/FL, 23 Stocks Lane has been granted approval.

07/11/16 Other Items:
Trees: Planning applications regarding tree work. These will now have the same numbering as 
a planning application though they will have the suffix of:
TP (Tree Preservation Order) and TC (Conservation Area tree work)
LDF – Local Green Space:  Question has been raised concerning extending the burial ground 
into the Glebe Field if needed.  See attachment.
The policy as it is currently worded in the Local Plan would allow for the local community to 
have a say in what could be permitted development on a Local Green Space. The attachment is
from the National Planning Policy Framework and explains what Local Green Space is and also
the Policy and its supporting text as it appears in the Local Plan with is currently being 
examined by Planning Inspectors. 
Cllr Hoptroff reported that it is only the Glebe Field which is being questioned by SCDC.  The 
land is not consecrated nor is it within the conservations area. The response from the Parish 
Council (appendix 1) has been attached.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.32pm

______________________________ ____________________________
Chairman Date
For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Planning Minutes of Orwell Parish Council are those signed in Public 

Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.
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Attachment  

What is a Local Green Space?

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) introduced this new designation. Here is an extract from the 

NPPF describing Local Green Space (paragraph 76): 

“Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify for special protection 

green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land as Local Green Space local communities 

will be able to rule out new development other than in very special circumstances. Identifying land as Local 

Green Space should therefore be consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and 

complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should 

only be designated when a plan is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the 

plan period.”

What is the Local Green Space Policy in the draft Local Plan? 

Here is an extract from the draft Local Plan that includes the policy about Local Green Space and the supporting

text in Chapter 6, paragraph 6.1 from the plan (www.scambs.gov.uk/localplan). 

Policy NH/12: Local Green Space

Local Green Space identified on the Policies Map will be protected from development that would 

adversely impact on the character and particular local significance placed on such green areas which 

make them valued by their local community. Only in exceptional circumstances and in discussion with 

the local community would development be permitted

The NPPF has created a designation called Local Green Space (LGS), which is for green areas of particular importance to

local communities which once designated can prevent new development other than in very special circumstances. Local 

communities and parish councils in the district have helped the Council to identify the sites that are demonstrably special 

to their local community. A LGS must hold a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 

significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife. The green area must 

be in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves. It must be local in character and not be an extensive tract of 

land. These sites can protect land outside of a development framework. 
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Appendix 1

Orwell parish Councils response to XXXV11 on page 6 of 8 of the Local 
Plan Examination, Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire.

Q1
Would the site at Glebe Field, behind St. Andrews Church, Orwell meet the designation criteria for Local Green Space 
(LGS) in terms of being demonstrably special and of particular local significance?

Reply
The site, Glebe Field, which is a steep green field, provides the backdrop to the view of the Church and Church tower from 
a wide number of locations within the Parish. This view is the focal centre of the village. 
It was necessary about 10 years ago to expand the village burial ground and this was achieved by taking a small part of the 
southern end of the field. Such a requirement could be necessary again in a few years time, this can be achieved we are 
advised within the LGS guidelines. The only vehicular access for the funeral services is via the field to the west of the new 
vicarage and then along the southern aspects of Glebe field.

Q2 
The site already benefits from designated heritage assets protection including its location in a conservation area.

Reply
The site, Glebe Field, is not in the Orwell village conservation area; it borders this area for about half of the south boundary
with the remaining south boundary bordering the parish burial ground. The sites northern boundary is with the Clunch Pit 
that has SSSI status under the stewardship of Natural England.

Q3 
Would the designation be consistent with sustainability development principles in the area? (NH/12-128) 

Reply
Orwell Parish Council (OPC) has for many decades rented use of Glebe Field so that parishioner’s may us it for recreation. 
OPC Clunch pit management trust manage both the Glebe Field and the Clunch pit, as required, to achieve this rare breed 
sheep are used in both locations. An important part of the area management is to encourage wild flower growth to attract 
butterflies particularly the Chalkhill Blue
Natural England frequently throughout the year inspect the Clunch pit and the OPC Clunch pit management trust usually 
get a highly commendable report from Natural England, the management of Glebe field is very related to keeping the SSSI 
correctly managed
There is a public footpath up the east side of the church that goes up to the top of glebe field to access the clunch pit. 
Resident have, with full consent, put a memorial bench at the top of the glebe field hill so that the public can rest and enjoy 
the spectacular view over the church and towards Royston.

NB For clarity of reply we have broken XXXV11 into 3 questions
xxxvii. Would the site at Glebe Field, behind St Andrews Church, Orwell meet the designation criteria for LGS in terms of 
being demonstrably special and of particular local significance, and which already benefits from designated heritage asset 
protection including its location in a conservation area? Would the designation be consistent with sustainable development 
principles in the area? (NH/12-128)
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xxxvii. Would the site at Glebe Field, behind St Andrews Church, Orwell meet the designation criteria for LGS in terms of 
being demonstrably special and of particular local significance, and which already benefits from designated heritage asset 
protection including its location in a conservation area? Would the designation be consistent with sustainable development 
principles in the area? (NH/12-128)
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