
ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL
UN-APPROVED MINUTES OF ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

A meeting of Orwell Parish Council was held in the back room of the Village Hall on 20 th April  2016 at 
7.30pm (19.30hrs)

Present: Mr W Talbot – Chairman (WT), Mr M Clarke (MC),  Mr N Hamilton (NH), Mrs M Lawton (ML), Mr A 
Pulham (AP), Mr D Rees (DR) and Mr N Szembel (NS)

In Attendance: Mrs J Damant – Clerk,  and Cllr A Van de Weyer - AvdW (SCDC)

001/04/16 Apologies for Absence:
Apologies received from Mrs Kennedy and Mr Hoptroff and Cllr S Kindersley -SK (CCC).  
The meeting regarding the A10 Corridor is to be held next month 

002/04/16 Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests (disclosable pecuniary interests 
(DPIs) include interests held by a member’s spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on 
the Agenda:
WT and ML declared an interest, which a councillor is to raise under Clerk Report, regarding 
the MUGA item (021/04/16?), ML also declared an interest in item (014/01/16)

003/04/16 Public participation: for up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their 
views and comments to the Parish Council.
There were two members of the public in attendance.
Question raised by the public:
Is the beacon to be lit to celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday celebrations?  WT commented 
that this had been overlooked but the parish council would arrange for this to be done (See 
item 016/01/16).
Is there any further progress regarding the proposed development on Hurdleditch Road and 
has the council yet approached the land owner?  WT reported that this item is on the agenda
(see item 011/01/16).   Cllr Van de Weyer was present at a recent meeting between the 
developers and SCDC.  The situation at present is that the developers could still submit the 
proposed application and if it gets refused then go to appeal, the other option is to withdraw 
this application and resubmit a new application showing the repositioning of the proposed 
recreation land, . if they are uncertain that this will get agreed they may stay with the original 
proposal which shows the new recreation land to the side of the proposed development but 
nearer the A603.  What would be preferable is to have the proposed land abutting the track 
and therefore close to the present recreation ground, this would then extend the present 
recreation area and also leave land for the school to expand.  Due to legal considerations, 
the Parish Council are not able to comment on the new proposal without them being 
predetermined, so they are not able to say whether they would vote in favour of a new 
proposal, but is generally felt, by all, that the present proposal is not favourable for the 
village.

005/04/16 Minutes of the last meeting 16th March 2016: 
It was proposed by DR and seconded by MC that the minutes were correct, agreed by all.  
The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record.

006/043/16 CCC Report:
Cllr Kindersley had circulated his report.  There were no questions raised.

007/04/16 SCDC Report: 
Cllr Van de Weyer updated the council concerning the three counties devolution proposal . At
present SCDC are not in favour of the current deal.  On 22nd March 2016 there was a full 
council meeting at CCC who resolved with the support of all parties that 'the deal, in its 
current form, is not acceptable to this council.'
There will be some district councillor's up for election on the 5th May.

008/04/16 Article 4 Directions to remove permitted development rights from public houses:
WT reported that the amended documentation has now been submitted to SCDC, who are 
not looking at it.
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009/04/16 Planning: WT, CH, AP, MC and DR (Town and Country Planning Act 1990 schedule 1, paragraph 8) 

(Full planning minutes with comments are available on line or from the Clerk). 
Planning meeting held on 6  th   April 2016.
Manor Farm Barn, Town Green Road, S/1314/15/NM - Alterations to internal layout and 
amendments to fenestration details approved under S/2113/12/FL and S/2117/12/LB
This was for INFORMATION ONLY - Duly noted.

3 Hillside, S/0614/16/FL - Proposed demolition of existing bungalow and the re-
development of the site for two dwellings. Orwell Parish Council recommend refusal with 
comments. This appears to be an over development of the site resulting in a significant 
disfigurement of the street scene.  There is also concern of the windows to both neighbours 
at No.5 and No.1 resulting in potential loss of privacy, this is especially true for No.5. 
If SCDC are minded to approve this application then the boundary fence should be 
substantially improved to mitigate intrusion of privacy. Is there adequate turning to ensure 
vehicles do not need to reverse out onto the A603? 

Bramleys, Malton Road, S/0626/16/FL - Construction of new double garage. Orwell Parish 
Council recommend 'no objections' with comments to S/0626/16/FL for construction of a new
garage. The Parish Council have no objections to this application, however they would like it 
noted that even though this is a garage it is still outside the village envelope resulting in a 
development within the countryside. 

83 High Street, S/0664/16/FL - Application for dropped kerb and new vehicular access. 
Orwell Parish Council recommend 'no objection' with no comments.

Verbal report from Planning meeting held on 20  th   April 2016
41 Town Green Road,S/0807/16/FL - Two storey rear extension, single storey side entrance 
extension and new garage and garden store.
Orwell Parish Council recommend 'No Objections', proposed by AP, seconded by NS all 
agreed.
SCDC Decisions:

69 High Street, S/2861/15/FL has been granted permission for a replacement of existing 
timber building.

16 Lotfield Street, S/3064/15/FL has been granted permission for erection of 1 and half 
storey 3 bedroom dwelling.

16 Lotfield Street, S/0275/16/LB has been granted permission for minor alterations and 
single storey rear extension.

16 Lotfield Street, S/0274/16/FL has been granted permission for alteration to listed building 
and single storey rear extension.

8 Leaden Hill, S/0285/16/FL has been granted permission for proposed front extension and 
alteration, new rear single storey extension.  New enlarged dormer widows to front elevation,
new window to side elevation on ground floor, new balcony to rear front elevations.

010/04/16 Neighbourhood Planning:
Councillors are still looking through the information.  

011/04/16 Development Proposal on Hurdleditch Road (next to the primary school)
WT reported on the present situation regarding the Parish Council's submission for S106 
contributions.  These are contributions that the parish council will receive in regards to the 
impact that the proposed development may have on the village.  The Parish Council have a 
limited time to get this new information to SCDC.  A submission has been given with projects 
but SCDC have now requested costings, it was proposed by NS that it may be beneficial to 
have a Quantity Surveyor to go over these as the time constraints will not allow the normal 
process of getting three tenders for each project.  SCDC would like the information by 26th 
April, Clerk to enquire if the parish council can have an extension. WT has prepared a 
Community Statement which can also be submitted.            Action: Clerk
Due to the time limits it was proposed by NS that a cost of up to £2000 be made available for
the hiring of a Quantity Surveyor, seconded by MC, all agreed.  NS will make enquiries 
regarding a quantity surveyor.    Action: NS
List will be recirculated and if councillors have any other suggestions to add them. NS 
reported that when this was first submitted it was not made clear that there could be shared 
items with other organisations within the village i.e. a play area which can be shared with the
school.  Parish Council's are not allowed to fund schools but if it was to have a shared 
access project then the parish council are able to use S106 funding.
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012/04/16 Financial Matters:
1. Financial Statements for April
2.Payments and Additional payments for   April
Local Government Act (LGA); Public Health Act (PHA); Open Space Act (OSA)

Payments already made prior to meeting
Sovereign £3,600.00 600.00 20% deposit for play equipment LGA 1975 s113
Sovereign £4500.00 900.00 30% deposit for play equipment LGA 1972 s113
Eon £  81.55 3.88 Electric for pavilion March LGA 1972
Payments awaiting authorisation
Salaries  £   903.58 0 April salary LGA 1972 s112
Inland Revenue £   170.11 0 April PAYE/NI LGA 1972 s112
MPC £     90.00 0 office rent April LGA 1972 s111
Herts & Cambs £   264.00 44.00 Hedges at BG OSA 1906 s9/10
CCVS £     30.00 0 Youth Club membership LGA 1972 s141
Herts & Cambs £   132.00 22.00 Grass cutting for BG OSA 1906 s9/10
Cambridgeshire Acre £     54.00 10.80 Membership LGA 1972 s144
Dave Chappell £   320.00 0 Railings repairs at pavilion LGA 1972
Herts and Cambs £   492.00 82.00 Removal of ash tree OSA 1906 s9/10
Herts and Cambs £   198.00 33.00 Grass cutting at BG and Rec OSA 1906 s9/10
Sovereign Play £ 1255.01 209.17 Replacement parts OSA 1906 s9/10
Eon £   81.55 3.88 Electric for pavilion LGA 1972

3. Deposits:
Bulletin fees from Wimpole PC for 2015/16 - £696.00
Bulletin adverts £320.00

013/04/16 A10 Corridor Group and Survey:
In the absence of the Chairman, CH as acting Chair, had agreed that Orwell should be part 
of the A10 Corridor Group. A traffic survey will be carried out on Fishers Lane, near the A603 
junction.  There are presently nine villages taking part in this survey, Melbourn, Meldreth, 
Foxton, Fowlmere, Shepreth, Littlington, Barrington, Whaddon and Orwell.  It is hoped that 
the information gathered from all the surveys will give a clear picture on traffic movements in 
the area.  It will show the types of vehicles, speeds and rat running. Cost is £145 + vat per 
survey.  This has also become important due to the many larger planning applications which 
are now coming through.

014/04/16 Community Benefit: Interest declared by ML
Application from the Orwell Singers for £250.00. It was questioned by AP if this would be 
classified as entertainment as the Solar Funding agreement is against contributions towards 
entertainment. It was suggested by many councillors that the Orwell Singers is an open 
society for people who are coming together to sing for amusement and not to seek 
Commercial gain from concerts. They are in need of funds to maintain the society within the 
village for the benefit of its members. It was felt that this was not an entertainment in the 
sense of supportng events or commercial groups.r.  This having  been agreed the grant was 
proposed by AP and seconded by MC, all agreed apart from ML who declared an interest.

015/04/16 Village Hall Carpark:
Update on the three faulty lights at the village hall carpark.  CH is absent and neither he nor 
the Clerk have been notified as to whether the lights had been repaired or not. Action: Clerk

016/04/16 HM Queen's 90th Birthday Celebrations:
Hog Roast: There is to be a Hog Roast on the 18th June at the Clunch Pit. 
Tree and bulb planting:  WT is to meet with members of the WI to discuss further.
Beacon: It was proposed by WT that the council spend up to £150.00 to hire a cherry picker 
in order to fill the basket of the beacon with wood.  NS will arrange the Cherry Picker and he 
has plenty of wood. Clerk will enquire to the timings of neighbouring parishes as to when 
they are lighting their beacons. Once this has been finalised then Clerk will notify the village 
via the email system.                    Action: NS/Clerk

017/04/16 Report on the Oatlands Residents Meeting:
WT thanked all councillors who had attended the meeting.  It appears that there have been 
problems with the sewage system at the new development.  
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There have been two issues, the first is that rubble and damaged drains were causing 
blockages, this has now been rectified.  However, since the pipes were repaired they are 
once again being blocked but it was found that the cause was nappies, wipes and 3ply 
tissue.  MC reported that, in his professional opinion, 3-ply toilet paper is biodegradable and 
would not cause the problems being identified, however nappies and wipes are not 
acceptable and will cause blockages.  However, since the meeting it appears that the 
problem appears to be a lot better.

018/06/16 Recreation Ground: 
- Play equipment monthly inspection.  All equipment appears to be in good working order.
- Play equipment has been refurbished (wooden rope trail)
- New equipment will be installed during the first and second week of May.
Sovereign have been notified of the rubbish and rubble left behind after the refurbishment of 
play equipment and have arranged to have it picked up.

019/04/16 Redevelopment of the Recreation Ground:
Please see item 011/01/16

020/04/16 External Auditor:
The audit commission ceased to exist on the 1st April 2015 and a new company – Smaller 
Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd has been created recently to take over the appointment 
of external auditors as of 2017.  PJK Littlejohn will continue with the external audit for this 
financial year 2015/16.  Parish Councils have been asked if they wished to opt out of this and
find their own external auditors.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should not opt out of 
this agreement and allow the Smaller Authorities' Audit to appoint the external auditor.

021/04/16 Correspondence and Clerk's Report:
The Tennis club would like to have the tennis court lines repainted, Clerk reported that there 
were sufficient funds in the MUGA account.  It was also suggested that if the tennis courts 
are being repainted than should the other courts also be repainted i.e., five-a-side football, 
netball etc.  The MUGA is a multi-use facility and therefore all the court lines should be clear. 
WT suggested that the MUGA agreement be looked at.           Action: Clerk

022/04/16 Volac:
WT is awaiting a date for a meeting.               Action: WT
WT has been approached by a member of Volac who has started a 'keepfit' class and was 
enquiring if they would be able to use the recreation ground to hold classes, these classes 
would be open to Orwell residents but there would be a cost to cover the instructor’s 
insurance liabilities.  After discussion it was decided that the recreation ground is an open 
space available for use by any group but if facilities requiring maintenance such as the 
pavilion are involved there should be a charge. If the group wishes to start using facilities 
other than the grass this charging issue will be revisited.

023/04/16 Rugby Group Benevolent Fund:
The Cemex group have over the years donated to a number of community projects in areas 
around their former sites. Councillors to look at projects, the S106 community benefit list 
would also be beneficial for this purpose, the council to identify all projects/ideas and what is 
not covered by S106 agreements could be covered by other funding avenues such as Rugby
and AmeyCespa may also have some funding along with the Community Chest from SCDC.

024/04/16 Village Maintenance:
Mulberry Tree – repairs to the wall have now been completed however the planting is to wait 
until a new prop has been installed.  It was revealed, following the clearing of the debris 
around the base of the tree that the prop is damaged and that the idea of using the Art fund 
may not now be possible due to the time constraints.  
Clerk to ask SCDC Tree Officer to take a look at the tree and to enquire about getting a new 
prop made.                     Action: Clerk

025/04/16 Councillors' Reports and Areas of Responsibility: WT and ML declared and interest 
regarding the tennis courts which were brought up under MC report.
AP
AP enquired if the Parish Council would pay for the new St George's flag which will fly above 
the church to celebrate the Queen's birthday and St George’s Day.  It was proposed by AP 
and seconded by WT and agreed by all that the Parish Council would purchase the flag at a 
cost of £52.82.  The flag has already been purchased and Mr Squires will be reimbursed. 
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NH
The tree situated on the ditch at Lordship Close has still not been removed.  The tree is on 
SCDC land and they have been out and inspected the tree, however it is causing major 
concern to residents as it is looking increasingly unsafe.  Clerk to notify SCDC and Cllr Van 
de Weyer.           Action: Clerk
The refurbishments to the toilets at the Village Hall should be completed within three weeks.
DR
The ash tree along Cross Lane Close has now been removed, can the clerk now contact 
CCC so that repairs to the footpath may begin.           Action: Clerk
MC
Has been approached by the tennis club regarding temporary floodlights at the MUGA which 
he personally has no objections to.  The Tennis Club would like to apply for a grant from the 
Lawn Tennis Association for floodlights, ML reported that lighting had been discussed in the 
past and always rejected.  AP would also like it minuted that the MUGA is not a single use 
facility and therefore no club can apply for a grant stating that it is a single use MUGA as it is 
not. NS also reported that during wet times the children at the school would benefit from the 
use of the MUGA, but they believed that it was solely for the use of the Tennis Club as they 
hold the key.  WT did report that the school did have a key at one time. 
 

026/04/16 Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Village Meeting:
The Annual Parish Meeting is to take place on the 18th May, Clerk to enquire if all councillors 
need to be there.  WT notified the Council that if they wished he would stand again as 
Chairman but needed confirmation as to whether he needed to be there in person or if voting
can still take place in his absence.  Clerk did report that parish councils are not allowed to do
proxy voting. Clerk to enquire, if all nominations need to be at the meeting and if so to 
change the meeting to the 25th May, all councillors agreed to this.                      Action: Clerk
The Annual Village Meeting will take place in the back room of the Village Hall on 4th May, the
toilets may not have been finished but there were toilet facilities available. Notice to go out.

027/04/16 Agenda items for the next meeting:
Hurdleditch Development
Cllr responsibilities
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Planning Committee members
Update on Annual Village Meeting
Volac

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45

__________________________ ________________________
Chairman: Date:

For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Planning Minutes of Orwell Parish Council are those signed in 
Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.
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