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ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL  
Clerk:  Mrs J.E Damant 

   Parish Office, Sheltered Housing Scheme 
 Elin Way, Meldreth SGtrac8 6LT 

(01763) 269928 
E-mail: parishclerkorwell@dsl.pipex.com 

www.orwellparishcouncil@btck.co.uk 
 

unAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING  
A meeting of Orwell Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on 19th September 2018 at 7.30pm (19.30hrs) 

 
Present: Cllr N Szembel – Chairman (NS), Cllr G Bunnett - Vice Chairman (GB), Cllr J Chuisseu (JC), Cllr J Healy 
(JH), Cllr C Ingrey (CI), Cllr T Morris-Lowe (TML) and Cllr T Tyndall (TT) 
New Councillor: Cllr A McKenna (AM) 

  
In Attendance: Mrs J Damant – Clerk), District Councillor A Van de Weyer and County Councillor S Kindersely 

 
146/09/18 Apologies for Absence: LGA 1972 sch12 para 40 – Quorate is one third but no less than 3 members LGA 1972 

sch12, para 45 

 Apologies received from Cllr Howie due to work commitments, these were accepted and agreed by 
council. 

 Cllr Chuissue left the meeting at 9.41pm 
 Cllr Healy left the meeting at 9.43pm 
 
147/09/18 Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests (disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs) include 

interests held by a member’s spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on the Agenda: 
There were no interests declared. 

 
148/09/18 Public participation: for up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their views 

and comments to the Parish Council. 
There was one member of the public in attendance. 
Mrs Miller reported on the Orwell Bulletin – The invoice is due for the quarterly edition of the 
bulletin and it may be more than usual as there was a colour front page.  As the Parish Council 
holds £400 prize money for the Bulletin it would be requested that the extra monies be given from 
this earmarked reserve.  Clerk responded that the invoice was the same as June’s, see item 
(163/09/18) 
Is there anything happening with the Glebe paddock, Cllr Szembel stated that this is an item on the 
agenda.   
Could the Parish Council have a hand rail placed at the front of Lordship Close.  This is not a 
matter for the Parish Council as the building belongs to SCDC and this matter should be reported 
to the Estate Officer at Lordship Close, however in this instance the Clerk will report it. 
There are rumours that Volac will be moving due to parking problems as their planning application 
was turned down for extra parking places.  District Councillor Van de Weyer will make enquires. 
 

149/09/18 Minutes of the last meeting 18th July 2018 

It was proposed by Cllr Healy to accept the minutes, this was seconded by Cllr Bunnett and agreed 
by all.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
 

150/09/18 Cooption: 
Mr Andrew McKenna introduced himself to the council.  Cllr Healy nominated Mr McKenna, this 
was seconded by Cllr Tyndall and agreed by all.  Mr McKenna then signed his Acceptance of 
Office, witnessed by the Proper Officer.  All other relevant documentation has been completed by 
Cllr McKenna and given to the Clerk. 

 
151/09/18 CCC Report: circulated 

Cllr Kindersley has circulated his report but would like the Parish Council to be aware of the 
proposed proposal of the Oxford/Cambridge raillink, at the moment there are four possible routes. 
The decision on which of these routes will be decided soon, but the overall project will take many 
years to complete. Cllr Healy enquired if Cllr Kindersley knew how MPs were feeling about this and 
what route they were more in favour of? Cllr Kindersley responded that the A428 route was the 
more favoured route at the moment.   
Libraries will now be charging for the use of computers, this has resulted in a reduction of 
attendees to the libraries. 
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152/09/18 SCDC Report: verbal report 
 

The Housing Minister has looked at the Cambridge/Oxford corridor to see where it would be 
possible to build more housing.  Cambridgeshire has to provide 250,000 new houses. 
Cllr Chuisseu enquired if there was a council housing list.  Cllr Van de Weyer reported that there is 
a list on the District Council website.  Cllr Van de Weyer will contact Cllr Chuissue regarding the 
matter on Meadowcroft but reported that the Housing Officer at SCDC along with the 
Environmental Officer were aware of the situation and were presently looking into it. Cllr Chuisseu 
also reported that there was a car which needed to be removed. 
The Local Development Plan has been agreed and will now be adopted.  The new Local 
Development plan between SCDC and Cambridge City Council will now start, this is the next 
phase. 
The District Council were looking at building up to 70 social houses annually. 
   

153/09/18 Planning: NS, GB, TT, JC and TML (Town and Country Planning Act 1990 schedule 1, paragraph 8)  
Full planning minutes are available on the website or from the Clerk).  

   

154/09/18 Development Proposal on Hurdleditch Road (next to the primary school) 
Cllr Szembel reported that the possibility of extra land along Hurdleditch was still being pursued but 
as yet there has been no definitive answer from the land agent.  This is going to be needed as 
financing the project will need investigating.  
A resident had also reported that the fencing has been erected over the track but the parish council 
were not aware of this or why it has been erected. 

 
155/09/18 Oatlands: 

The sewage system at Oatlands is still causing concern.  It has been enquired about the possibility 
of connecting the present sewage system at Oatlands to the new sewage system on Hurdleditch 
Road.  It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett that the Parish Council write to Bedfordshire Pilgrims 
Housing Association (BPHA) this was seconded by Cllr Chuissue, enquiring if this could be a 
possibility. Cllr Szembel will organise a response.                Action: NS 
It was also suggested that a copy of the letter be sent to District Councillor Van de Weyer who will 
forward it onto the Environmental Dept at SCDC. Cllr Van de Weyer enquired if Cllr Szembel knew 
if BPHA had taken over the responsibility from the developer, if not this could be why there has 
been a delay.  Cllr Bunnett also suggested that the Building Inspector at SCDC be notified. 

 
156/09/18 CCTV:  

Cost of placing two cameras at Fishers Lane and Hurdleditch Road. The cost from North Herts is 
per camera.  It was proposed by Cllr Healy that all three cameras be installed including the one 
along the High Street and that the Malton Lane be looked at separately.  If a decision to move the 
camera on the High Street is agreed at a later date that would be a separate issue, but the 
cameras are ready to be installed so the project should go ahead, this was seconded by Cllr 
Chuisseu, all agreed. 
Cllr Chuisseu updated the meeting on the possibility of being able to place a camera on a 
telegraph pole.  This is not a possibility as wiring has to be within the column which is not possible 
on a wooden post.  The cost of placing a column and light along Malton Road to be pursued.  Clerk 
is in the process of putting together a site meeting with CCC to look into this matter regarding if it 
can be achieved and the costs involved.             Action: Clerk 
Clerk will contact North Herts Partnership stating that all three cameras are to be placed in the 
three original places agreed. High Street, Fishers Lane and Hurdleditch Road.  Clerk will write to all 
neighbouring residents, who are situated near the CCTV cameras.          Action: Clerk 
 

157/09/18 Recreational Ground Working Group: 
Cllr Bunnett stated the group had met and have been looking at various options on how to develop 
the recreation ground but much is dependant on the possible extra land which at the present time 
is not known see item 154/09/18.   
Cllr Szembel enquired if there has been any report concerning the structure of the pavilion, Cllr 
Bunnett stated that there is concern that the extension part of the building may have some 
movement.  It maybe necessary to have a survey carried out.  Cllr Bunnett who has experience in 
this area will take a look at the building and report back to council at the next meeting.  Action: GB 

 
158/09/18 Recreation Ground: 

Play equipment and MUGA weekly inspection – all equipment appears to be in good working order. 
Clerk has asked for the bench near the play tower to be refixed. 
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Clerk to forward the grass contractors details with regards to having the grass cut in combination 
with the football matches, this has been done in the past with previous contractors.    Action: Clerk 
Cllr Healy reported that some of the wire mesh around the tennis courts appears to have been 
dislodged.  Cllr Healy will reinspect and report back at the next meeting.                         Action: JH 
Cllr Bunnett reported that there has been reports of anti social behaviour around the recreation 
ground and pavilion resulting in the caretaker closing the toilets earlier than usual.  Though it has 
been reported that the police have been contacted, there are no reports filed with the police apart 
from one incidence during the summer vacation concerning the school.  It is very important that if 
residents see anything suspicious that they report it to the police via the 111 number, this will then 
be logged.  Clerk has been in touch with the PCSO who has agreed to carryout extra checks. 
Cllr Ingrey enquired as to whether the bench which was removed is going to be replaced?  Clerk 
has the memorial plaque and it had been agreed that the Recreation Working Group will look into 
this with regards to purchasing a new bench. 

 
159/09/18 Chapel Orchard: 

Cllr Morris-Lowe reported that there is nothing to report at the moment.  Cllr Morris-Lowe will look 
at the boardwalk and report back to council next month on its condition. 
Working party is scheduled to take place on the 6th and 7th October. 

 
160/09/18 Clunch Pit Management Trust (CPMT): 

The matter of the Clunch Pit winding up and handing over the management to the Parish Council 
was being looked into with regards to insurance cover. Cllr Bunnett reported that though he was 
still looking into this matter the insurance that the Clunch Pit presently has is fit for purpose and 
does cover all volunteers and trustees.  All the insurance company require is a list of names of the 
volunteers and Trustees, which the company now has. However, a Governance is needed and this 
will be looked into over the next couple of months.               Action: GB 

 
161/09/18 VAT: 

Clerk to forward documentation to Cllr Tyndall regarding what the Parish Council presently do 
regarding VAT and the village hall.              Action: Clerk 

 
162/09/18 Glebe Paddock Agreement: 
  Carter Jonas have organised the clearing of the Paddock which is to take place 18-20th September. 

Annual cost for the Parish Council has now being set at £100 per annum.  
Cllr Bunnett reported that he did not believe that the agreement, as it stands, allows for grazing and 
this will be a vital part of the agreement.  
Cllr Bunnett proposed that the Parish Council accept the annual cost of £100 for the Glebe 
paddock but with the amendment about grazing rights, this was seconded by Cllr Morris-Lowe and 
agreed by all. 
Clerk will contact Carter Jonas for clarification.             Action: Clerk 
It was also reported that the front gate has been damaged, it is believed that this may have been 
done by the contractors. 

    
163/09/18 Financial Matters: 

 1. Financial Statements for September 
 2.Payments and Additional payments for September (Additional payments are shaded, these costs 
have already been agreed but may not have appeared on the agenda. 
Local Government Act (LGA); Public Health Act (PHA); Open Space Act (OSA) 
 
Payments awaiting authorisation 

Payee Amount £ Vat £ Description Power 

Salaries, PAYE, NI, 
pension 

confidential 0 September Salaries LGA 1972 s112 

MPC 90 0 September office rent LGA 1972 s133 

Village Garden 
Services 

425.00 0 Removal of vegetation at Village 
Hall Carpark 

OSA 1906 s9/10 

Magestic Garden 
Services 

1260.00  July payments grass cutting and 
hedge cutting 

OSA 1906 s9/10 

Magestic Garden 
Services 

600.00 0 August grass cutting OSA 1906 s9/10 
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Mr S Damant 

 
1400.00 

 
0 

 
Grass cutting of burial ground 

Pg 25 
OSA 1906 s9/10 

Bassingbourn Parish 
Council 

59.10 0 Councillor training LGA 1972 s133 

Community Sites 360 60 Hosting and maintenance for 
Orwell history group 

LGA 1972 s133 

Eon 67.22 3.20 Electric for pavilion LGA 1972 s133 

DC Windows 24.00 0 Bus shelter cleaning LGA 1972 s133 

Hales 1092.00 0 Bulletin printing LGa 1972 s142 
 

J Damant 60.94 0 Expenses LGA 1972 s111 

ICO 40 0 Data Protection  LGA 1972 s111 

 
Amendment: Mr S Damant payment is £1400.00 
Payments Received: 
Wimpole Fooball Team   600.00 
UK Network        50.00 
All payments were proposed by Cllr Healy to be correct, this was seconded by Cllr Bunnett and agreed by all. 
 
164/09/18 Football Club: 

It was proposed by Cllr Ingrey to keep the football fees, as they are, at £20 per game, this was 
seconded by Cllr Chuissue and agreed by all. 
Clerk noted that the football posts are stored outside the building, is this where they should be 
stored as it could affect insurance.  Cllr Healy will inform the football club that they need to be put 
away.                       Action: JH 
Cllr Healy believed that the football post belonged to the Parish Council, clerk believed that the 
parish council had contributed monies but that the football team owned the goal posts, but will 
check.                   Action: Clerk 

 
165/09/18 Community Benefit: 
  No applications received this month. 
 
166/09/18 Volunteer Coordinator: 

Cllr Bunnett notified the council that an email has been circulated via the village email system 
regarding the volunteering process.  As the moment the Village Hall is looking for volunteers who 
will replace some members of the Village Hall Trust who will be stepping down next year. 
The other item could be the delivery of the Bulletin, there have been some offers from residents 
who would be happy to assist the councillors in delivering the bulletin. 
Would it be a good idea to hold an event, which the Parish Council has the powers to do, that could 
showcase all groups, societies and clubs in the village, possible and evening or weekend event. 
 
Meeting Closed: 9.37pm 
Orwell did do a showcase about 15 years ago, which invited all organisations within the village and 
it appeared to have been a very successful event. 
Meeting Opened: 9.38pm 
 

167/09/18 Beacon at the Clunch Pit: 
The beacon has now been erected.  District Councillor Van de Weyer reported that SCDC had not 
liaised with Natural England via the proper channels, this is now being investigated. 
It was also reported that the gate to the Glebe paddock may have also been damaged by the 
contractors. 
Cllr Szembel would also like it noted that the contractors thought that the vicar was the contact 
point, this was not the case. 
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168/09/18 WW1 Centenary Commemorations: 

It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett that Cllr Szembel hire a cherry picker which will be needed to put 
wood into the beacon, this was seconded by Cllr Morris Lowe and agreed by all.  Cost is between 
£200-£300.  Cllr Szembel will contact Mr Bryant (British Legion representative) to see what time 
they would like to have the beacon lit as there maybe a planned coordination within the area.  Cllr 
Szembel will enquire if Natural England need to be notified.                 Action: NS 
Risk Assessment to be carried out.              Action: Clerk 
At the moment the Beacon will be lit however it was noted that if there are other events planned 
within the village it would be helpful to know so events can be coordinated. 
Meeting Closed: 9.41pm 
The History Society will be holding and event in the Chequers that will include singing and readings 
associated with WW1, it is planned to hold this event at 4pm to 4.45pm 
Meeting Opened: 9.42pm 
Cllr Szembel will enquire if there is to be an event, such as Evening Song.                  Action: NS 
 

169/09/18 Defibrillator/Red Telephone Box: (PHA 1936 s234) 
Still ongoing – location plans need to be sent to SCDC.  Cllr Bunnett is presently looking at the 
planning systems.                   Action: GB 

 
170/09/18 Correspondence and Clerk's Report:  

The street light at the corner of Fishers Lane and A603 has been replaced. 
Allotments, there is someone wishing to have an allotment and we have just had one recently 
vacated at Chapel Orchard. 
Dog Fouling signs have been received, Clerk is looking at best locations to place them. 
 

171/09/18 Paintings: 
It was suggested by Cllr Szembel that the clerk contact the primary school and the village hall to 
see if they would like to hang one of the paintings. Clerk to check insurance cover will allow this.   
                  Action: Clerk       

 
172/09/18 Councillors' Reports and Areas of Responsibility: 

JC 
Cllr Chuisseu would like to update the website so that it is more interactive and one possibility 
would be to include an online version of the Bulletin.   Cllr Healy responded that it would not be a 
good idea to get rid of the hard copy of the bulletin as many residents preferred to receive the 
magazine. However, both could be achieved.   
At the moment there are two websites:  
Orwell history www.orwellpastandpresent.org.uk 
Orwell Parish Council website: www.orwellparishcouncil.btck.co.uk 
With Cllr McKenna now on the parish council it may relieve some of the pressure on delivering the 
Bulletin, to be discussed next month so that a new schedule can be agreed.  

 
173/09/18 Agenda items for the next meeting: 

Policies: updated Standing Orders, Financial Orders, Safeguarding, Media and Press, 
Responsibility List, Bulletin deliveries, Website, Showcase for Orwell organisations, 

 
174/09/18 Clerk’s Appraisal: 
  Cllr Szembel and Cllr Bunnett to conduct the Clerk’s appraisal.        Action: NS/GB 
 
 

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.57pm.  Next 
scheduled meeting will take place in the Back Room of the Village Hall on October 17th 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 

Chairman:_____________________________   Date:_________________________  
For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Orwell Parish Council are those signed at 
meetings. 

 
 
 
 
  


