
ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL
UN-APPROVED MINUTES OF ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

A meeting of Orwell Parish Council was held in the back room of the Village Hall on 16 th November 2016 at 
7.30pm (19.30hrs)
Present: Cllr W Talbot – Chairman (WT), Cllr A Pulham – Vice Chairman (AP), Cllr M Clarke (MC), Cllr D 
Kennedy (DK), Cllr M Lawton (ML), Cllr A Pulham (AP), Cllr D Rees (DR) and Cllr N Szembel (NS)
In Attendance: Mrs J Damant – Clerk, Cllr A Van de Weyer - AvdW (SCDC) and Cllr S Kindersley – SK 
(CCC)

179/11/16 Apologies for Absence:
Apologies were received from Cllr Hamilton (personal)

180/11/16 Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests (disclosable pecuniary interests 
(DPIs) include interests held by a member’s spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on 
the Agenda:
Cllr Talbot declared an interest in item 200/11/16 as Mrs Talbot is Chairperson of the Tennis 
Club.  Cllr Pulham declared an interest in item 200/11/16 as he is an officer of the Football 
Club.

181/11/16 Public participation: for up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their 
views and comments to the Parish Council.
There were no public in attendance.

182/11/16 Minutes of the last meeting 19th October 2016: 
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Pulham, seconded by Cllr Rees, all agreed. The 
Chairman then signed them as a true record.

183/11/16 CCC Report:
There has been little information available concerning Devolution, meetings have been 
postponed  with new meetings  currently being arranged.
There is a proposal for the Council to receive a settlement from central government to agree 
a budget for the next four years.  In year 4 the Council will have to rebate back to the 
government.  The Council have refused this proposal.
Concessionary bus passes need to be completed online.
Q. The Park & Ride is already full how will it cope with the Christmas rush, would they be 
able to move out the contractors to make more room over this period? Cllr Kindersely will 
enquire.               Action: SK
Q. Is Bassingbourn staying open for military purposes?
A. Many of the defence establishments are closing but Bassingbourn is to remain open.
Q. What is happening with the restricted access into Cambridge?
A. Cllr Van de Weyer stated that the scheme is to be re looked at in January 2017.

184/11/16 SCDC Report: 
A new railway line is to open linking Oxford to Cambridge.
The A428 busway is still controversial.
Due to a lack of staff the 75 bus service has had buses cancelled or not show up when 
scheduled, this is being looked into and it is hoped that the new staff being relocated from 
London will be in place soon.
Cemex will continue being a quarry on a large scale over the next 18 years.  The North East 
corner which is an SSSI will be put back to a chalk land meadow.
A member of SCDC is to look at the beacon in the Clunch Pit in regards to maintenance 
issues, once this has been done it is hoped that the Parish Council will take it over.
Q. Cllr Hoptroff enquired that when the development at Hurdleditch was being discussed by 
SCDC there were two other developments also being discussed, have these gone to 
appeal?
A. Cllr Van de Weyer is not aware of any appeals on similar developments, larger 
development are being approved ie, Papworth and Bassingbourn.

185/11/16 Planning: WT, CH, AP, DK and NS (Town and Country Planning Act 1990 schedule 1, paragraph 8) 

(Full planning minutes with comments are available on line or from the Clerk). 
Planning meeting held on Wednesday 2  nd   November 2016 – no meeting
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Planning meeting held on Monday 14  th   November – verbal report
35 Town Green Road, S/2923/16/FL & S/2924/16/LB. Demolition of existing detached 
garage, erection of new detached garage and cart store, single storey side extension of 
house. The Parish Council recommend 'No Recommendation' with no comments. Proposed 
by Cllr Pulham, seconded by Cllr Hoptroll, all agreed.

57 Town Green Road, S/2682/16/DC. Oak framed garden room to non original part of listed 
Building to the rear elevation. Information Only. Noted with no comments.

SCDC Decisions: S/2365/ Former CEMEX Cement works has been granted approval. 
S/2285/16/FL, 23 Stocks Lane has been granted approval.

Other Items: Trees: Planning applications regarding tree work. These will now have the 
same numbering as a planning application though they will have the suffix of: TP (Tree 
Preservation Order) and TC (Conservation Area tree work)

LDF – Local Green Space:  Question has been raised concerning extending the burial 
ground into the Glebe Field if needed. (Please see full planning minutes)

186/11/16 Development Proposal on Hurdleditch Road (next to the primary school)
Cllr Talbot reported on the planning meeting which was held on Monday 14th November, 
whereby the developers attending in the public section. Full Planning minutes are available. 
Cllr Talbot has since spoken to the Planning Officer John Koch who has advised the Parish 
Council that there is no requirement for the developers to give anything in regards to land 
(1.62 hectares) is being offered.  There is no clarification on the orientation or state of the 
ground being proposed.  Mr Koch suggested that the Parish Council put into writing what 
they would like if this gets approved through the appeal process.  Cllr Szembel suggested 
that once the Parish Council have put into writing their request that is it first seen by Philip 
Kratz, Planning lawyer at Birketts, for confirmation that it is all correct before submitting a 
response to Davidsons (Developers).
Concerns were raised in regards to the shape of the proposed land, Cllr Szembel 
commented that the land as it appears will leave an L-shape field, can this be further 
developed at a later date?
The question is that the developers do not have to give this extra land, but does the Parish 
Council want it?
Cllr Pulham suggested that if the land in question is not appropriate for a football pitch then 
could the MUGA be placed on the land? Would it be possible to have tennis courts? Would it 
be viable to place a Village Hall and carpark on the land?
Cllr Hoptroff suggested that if items such as the MUGA were moved than it would be 
possible for the school to expand if and when necessary.
The proposal of 1.62 hectares of land is a separate item and is not associated with the S106 
agreement and the land they are proposing to give is extra and is more than they would have
to give under S106 agreement which is based on the size of the development. 
It was suggested that to modify the orientation with a possible separate agreement  for some
more land to accommodate a football pitch.
If the Parish Council takes the land:
1. Can the orientation be changed?
2. What will the state of the land be?
Cllr Talbot will put a statement together and circulate to Councillors, it will then be forwarded 
to Philip Kratz before being submitted to the developers.

187/11/16 Insurance:
Beacon situated at the Clunch Pit: update from Cllr Van de Weyer (see item 184/11/16)

188/11/16 Community Benefit:
No applications have been received this month.

189/11/16 Financial Matters:
1. Financial Statements for November
2.Payments and Additional payments for November
Local Government Act (LGA); Public Health Act (PHA); Open Space Act (OSA)

Payments awaiting authorisation
Salaries  £ confidential 0 October salaries LGA 1972 s112
Inland Revenue £ confidential 0 October PAYE/NI LGA 1972 s112
MPC £   90.00 0 office rent November LGA 1972 s133
Village Garden Services £ 185.18 0 benches x 4 OSA 1906 s9/10
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Village Garden Services £ 145.00 0 benches x 5 OSA 1906 s9/10
Herts & Cambs £ 132.00 22.00 Burial ground GC OSA 1906 s9/10
Eon £   37.03 1.47 Electric pavilion LGA 1972 s133
Additional payments: These costs have already been agreed but may not have appeared on the 
agenda. 
Deposits:
There were no deposits.
All payments were approved by Cllr Hoptroff, seconded by Cllr Kennedy, all agreed.

190/11/16 Village Hall:
Cllr Talbot reported that he and Cllr Hamilton had attended the meeting with Roger Daw.  
There are no concerns with the management of the village hall, however the increase in 
costs with the new toilets, so it can have disabled access, has had an effect on the budget.
The village hall needs a new boiler and that hirers are now expecting a better service such 
as internet connection.  Volac may be able to help in funding some of these items.
The village hall is getting old and it is estimated that it might take approximately 10 years of 
planning to get a new hall built. Cllr Talbot would like to thank the village hall trustees for all 
their hard work in making the village hall the success it is.

191/11/16 Speedwatch:
Cllr Clarke would like to see any funding regarding village safety being put towards possible 
CCTV cameras (see item 202/11/16). 

192/11/16 Precept:
Cllr Talbot, Cllr Pulham and the Clerk to arrange a meeting to look over the summary sheet.

193/11/16 Emergency Plan:
To be discussed at a later date.

194/11/16 Ecops:
As requested the Clerk responded to the possibility of the Ecops service being disbanded.  
The response received from Leanne Fisher is: 'we have had so many people saying the 
same thing that I do not think it will be disbanded'.

195/11/16 A10 Corridor Group and Survey:
Clerk has requested the survey results from Wimpole, Barrington. Meldreth and Shepreth. So
far have received Meldreth's and Barrington's responses which have been emailed to 
councillors.

196/11/16 Local Highways Improvement (LHI)/footways:
Site meeting has taken place with Karen Lunn (CCC), after the site visit the following were 
reported to Sharon Maloney CCC who responded with the following:
Regarding the dropped kerb outside Orchard Cottage 'to re-instate to full height would not be
considered a maintenance issue, as such, I would suggest that this could be put forward as 
an LHI bid, and the approx. cost, would be around £1,650 with the Parish contributing 10% 
of this amount. The deadline for submission for LHI is the 30th November 2016.
It was proposed by Cllr Hoptroff to submit this to the LHI, seconded by Cllr Kennedy, all 
agreed. Clerk will prepare the bid and submit on line.           Action: Clerk
The other items which were looked at will be looked at by Ms Malone in regards to general 
highway maintenance.
1.  Outside 11 Lotfield Street. Footway very steep and uneven drop to the kerb outside the 
front gate and very broken up footway. 
2.  Outside 41 Town Green Road towards village shop. Footway very broken up and pitted in 
parts, especially outside 41 Town Green Road. Needs patching.
3.  Junction of Cross Lane Close and Stock Lane - both sides. Dropped kerbs too high. 
Danger of mobility scooter or wheelchair user being unable to mount footway or of being 
tipped out. Requires attention.
4.  Meadowcroft Way (near No. 3). Footway very uneven due to tree roots lifting and 
breaking up the footway.
Cllr Pulham will look at the footways along Hillside and report via the CCC website.
Cllr Talbot would like to thank Mr and Mrs Gwynn for attending the site meeting with 
Highways.

197/11/16 HM Queen's 90th Birthday Celebrations:
Nothing to report.           Pg 35
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198/11/16 Pavilion:
Clerk has tried contacting plumbers but has had little success,  Cllr Clarke will inspect the 
urinals and see what needs doing.

199/1116 Recreation Ground: 
The equipment has still not been painted, Clerk to ask with Mr Weir for a quote.           

          Action: Clerk

200/11/16 Flood lighting: (Cllr Talbot and Cllr Pulhan declared an interest, they gave their reports but 
there was no voting.
Football Team are looking at floodlights for the football pitch for training.
Tennis Club are looking at floodlights for the MUGA.
This is still ongoing. Cllr Pulhan has looked at the original planning consent and can see no 
conditions regarding lighting. The Council minutes of 2003 and 2004 have also been looked 
at and there is nothing reported regarding issues with lighting. Regarding lights for the MUGA
it would need 6 floodlights one on each corner and two on the sides of the courts.  Planning 
consent would be needed for fixed lights and a method of payment would need to be looked 
into (possibly a coin operated system). At the moment the courts have to be hired and a key 
is then given - the same system could be used regarding the lights.

Agreement between the Tennis Club and the Parish Council: Cllr Pulham and Cllr Talbot 
still processing an agreement.         Action: WT/AP

201/11/16 Grass Cutting Specification:
Has been sent out.

202/11/16 CCTV:
Clerk has emailed Lindsay Gardiner (PCSO) and Police Constable Jon Capes but received 
no response. Cllr Talbot will contact PCSO Gardiner.               Action: WT

203/11/16 Enforcement Plan fro Planning, Minerals and Waste:
Consultation on the Enforcement Plan runs from 24th October till 6th December.

204/11/16 Personnel Working Party:
Cllr Pulham and Cllr Kennedy will be part of a working party to overlook personnel matters. 

205/11/16 Mulberry Tree Information Board:
Cllr Rees has visited Filcris and is in the process of converting the required text into a format 
which can be used on a display.

206/11/16 Correspondence and Clerk's Report:
Planning training dates: circulated
Lindsay Gardiner is the new PCSO for Orwell.  Lindsay used to cover the Melbourn area and
has now taken over from John Coppard.
S137 is a sum of money which is related directly to the amount of electorates a parish has 
and this is the annual amount a council may spend on items which have not been precepted 
for but would benefit the community.  For Orwell this is £7.42 (per elector) x 861(number of 
electorates) = £6388 for 2016
Invitation: Cambridgeshire ACRE Parish Council conference – Burgess Hall, St Ives on 18th 
November at 9am. AP to attend
Parish Liaison meeting: at Cambourn on 30th November 6.30 to 8pm
Crime Prevention event: November 22nd at Bassingbourn village hall from 17.30.
Village Maintenance; Quote from Campbell Weir:
Replace timber on bench at bus stop £95.00
Fix guttering at pavilion £85.00
Trim back overhanging branches at pavilion £110.00
Notice boards £45.00 per board – There are five boards £225.00
Planning Courses being run by SCDC
Nuts and bolts for West div - 16th Nov 6-8 at SCDC
National Planning 23rd November 1.30-4.40 at SCDC
Nuts and Bolts for East div - 30th Nov 6-8.30 at Sawston Village College
S106 agreements 23rd Jan 6-8.30 at SCDC
Policy writing for neighbourhood plans – Feb at SCDC date not yet confirmed
Affordable housing 13th March 6-8.30 at SCDC
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207/11/16 Village Maintenance:
New Prop for the Mulberry Tree branch:  Should be completed in November 2016
Trees in the village:  Maintenance programme to be implemented. 
Faulty lights at the carpark: Clerk has reported this to Paul Quigley at SCDC stating that it 
may be a damaged cable.
Village Furniture: 
Quote for replacing timber on bench near the bus stop £95.00
Quote for fixing guttering at pavilion £85.00
Quote to trim back and remove overhanging branches at pavilion £110.00
Quote to treat noticeboards.  There are five notice boards which need attention cost is 
£45.00 per board and an additional cost of £38 for wood preserve 
Benches located at the recreation ground and along Hurdleditch Road have been 
refurbished. It was proposed by Cllr Pulham to accept these costings, seconded by Cllr 
Kennedy all agreed. Clerk to notify Mr Weir.           Action: Clerk

208/11/16 Neighbourhood Plans:
Nothing to report.

210/11/16 Gritting Routes:
There is to be a reduction in the routes that CCC will be gritting, all routes which have been 
removed from the new schedule will now take part in the secondary routes. These will be 
gritted when there is a period of prolonged cold weather, where road surface temperatures 
fall and stay below freezing point or when snowfall is forecast.  Many parishes have 
contacted Highways enquiring if they can take some of this on and grit the carriageway 
themselves. Response from Highways is though this is proactive unfortunately it is not an 
easy one they can answer as there are many factors to consider.  They are requesting that 
those parishes who may be interested in supporting the gritting to contact Mr Jon Clarke, 
Highways Maintenance Manager.  There is a community gritting scheme already in place 
which enables volunteers to grit the footways only and is proving successful in many 
parishes.
There are grit boxes in the village Cllr Talbot will contact Mr Clarke to see how this can work. 

 Action: WT
209/11/16 Pensions:

Meeting will be held on 22nd November at Melbourn Hub 7pm, cost of £200 will be divided 
between Melbourn, Meldreth and Orwell, this will be reduced if other councils attend. Cllr 
Pulham and Cllr Kennedy to attend, along with the Clerk.                Action: AP/DK and Clerk

210/11/16 Councillors' Reports and Areas of Responsibility:
Cllr Pulham
(Dementia Action Alliance) at a recent Parish Liaison meeting he attended the matter of how 
parishes can become Dementia Friendly was discussed.  This makes life easier for dementia
sufferers and their families. Cllr Pulham will investigate this further and report back to the 
council.   Action: AP
Cllr Hamilton - tree at Lordship Close. 
Cllr Hamilton was not in attendance so item was not discussed.
Cllr Hoptroff enquired as to what is happening with Volac's carpark.  Cllr Talbot reported that 
they were still pursuing this.
Cllr Talbot will arrange for the Christmas tree and lighting. It was proposed by Cllr Pulham 
that a cost of £50 be spent on the Christmas tree, seconded by Cllr Hoptroff, all agreed. 

              Action: WT
The winter wonderland will be on 17th December.

211/11/16 Agenda items for the next meeting:

There being no meeting the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm. The next meeting will be held on 21st 
December in the back room of the village hall.

______________________________ ___________________________
Chairman Date

For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Orwell Parish Council are those signed in Public 
Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.
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