
 

 

ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs J.E Damant 

   Parish Office, Sheltered Housing Scheme 
 Elin Way, Meldreth SG8 6LT 

(01763) 269928 
E-mail: clerk@orwellparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
unAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING  

A remote meeting of Orwell Parish Council was held on  
17th March 2021 at 7.30pm (19.30hrs) 

 
Present:  Cllr G Bunnett –Chair (GB) Cllr J Chuisseu (JC), Cllr Gould (MG), Cllr J Healy (JH), Cllr A Murray-
Brown (AMB), Cllr I Phillips (IP)  
New Councillors: Cllr E Tabor (ET), Cllr A Stone (AS) and Cllr N Chambers (NC) 
  
In Attendance: Mrs J Damant (Clerk), Cllr S Kindersley (CCC), and Cllr A Van De Weyer (SCDC)  
 

DRAFT 11 

 
322/03/21 Election of Chairman and Signing of the Acceptance of Office and Agrrment to Abide 

by the Code of Conduct: (LGA 1972 s15(2).  The Chairman remains in their seat until 
they have been reinstated or a new chairman is voted in (LGA 1972 s15(4). 
Cllr Gould nominated Cllr Bunnett, this was seconded by Cllr Murray-Brown and agreed by 
all.  Cllr Bunnett accepted and signed his Acceptance of Office. 

 
323/03/21 To receive any apologies for absence: LGA 1972 Sch12para40 – Quorate is one third 

but no less than 3 members LGA sch12 para 45 
There were no apologies as all councillors were in attendance. 

 
234/03/21 Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests: (disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs) 

include interests held by a member's spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on the 
Agenda. 
Cllr Bunnett declared a personal interest in item 335/03/21 as he was a previous employee of 
Carter Jonas. 

 
235/03/21 Public participation: for up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their 

vies and comments to the Parish Council. 
If a member of the public intending to remotely attend the meeting wishes to make any 
comments or raise any questions under Standing Orders 3e, about an item on the Agenda they 
are invited to send an email or letter with the script of their comments and questions to the 
Clerk in advance of the meeting.  Any such email or letter will be read out by the clerk, subject 
to the time limits stated in the Council’s Standing Orders, namely a limit of 15 mins in total and 
an individual limit of 3 mins per item. 
There were four members of the public in attendance. 
The parish council has received a request from Carter Jonas with regards to carrying out a 
housing survey in order to find out what the affordable housing requirements maybe in Orwell. 
A member of the public had submitted a letter with his concerns which he was invited to 
summarise to the meeting.  Concern was raised that Carter Jonas, who are asking 
Cambridgeshire Acre to carry out this survey, are doing so on behalf of a potential developer for 
one of the sites submitted under the ‘call for sites’, and that Orwell Parish Council should not 
support this, at this time, as they should not be seen as being biased against other developers.  
It was also not known if this survey will be a public document and thus available to other 
developers.  Further information on this can be found under item 335/03/21. 
Mrs Miller, Orwell Past & Present thanked Cllr Philips for the help he has been giving to the 
website. 
Mrs Miller under her Chapel Orchard “hat” enquired if the Council had looked at the boardwalks 
in Chapel Orchard which have just undergone some temporary maintenance.  Cllr Bunnett 
informed the meeting that he is monitoring the situation. 

 
 



326/03/21 Minutes of the meeting held on 17th February 2021: 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Philips, seconded by Cllr Gould and agreed by all.  The 
Chairman will sign the minutes as a true record when able. 

 
327/03/21 Cooption of new councillors: 

Cllr Bunnett thanked all the prospective councillors and explained that unfortunately we only had 
three seats at this time but for whomever is not successful there are other opportunities that 
they may wish to assist with, one being the possibility of a Neighbourhood Plan. 
A vote was taken where by councillors put their three choices to the Clerk.   
The Clerk, having tallied all the responses declared that Mr Chambers, Mrs Tabor and Mr Stone 
had been successful.  They then signed their Acceptance of Office and agreed to abide the 
Code of Conduct.  They then took their place on the Council. 

 
328/03/21 Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) Report:  Cllr Kindersley had forwarded his report 

earlier 
Cllr Kindersley reported that there would be budget implications as the grant received from 
central government for highway maintenance has been reduced by £7.5m which has resulted in 
48 schemes for resurfacing roads has had to be cancelled.    
During the recent pandemic many of the fire service personnel were relocated to help with 
other emergency services, this has caused concern with the Fire Authority and that they wished 
to have more funding.  The Fire Authority will be combining with the Police & Crime so will be 
known as the Police, Crime and Fire Authority.  
The three elections will still be taking place on the 6th May, these will be for Police & Crime, 
CCC and for the new Mayor, there will also be some by-elections for SCDC. 
SCDC and Parish Council elections will take place in May 2022. 
The Cambed Rail Action Group was formed three years ago to look at the East West Rail  
(EWR) proposal.  They managed to get another option considered for a rail route which is to go 
into Cambridge via Cambridge North Station. The new group called Cambridge Approaches is 
looking at the route that will go through villages; Eversden, Haslingfield, Heydon etc ( route E).  
The group is made up of parish councils and they are currently looking for funding so they can 
put this case forward to EWR and for EWR to support the more northern route put to them by 
the Cambed Rail Action Group. 
Orwell Parish Council should consider joining the group. Although the route will not go through 
Orwell it will have an impact on the village.  There is also an environmental impact, the trains 
should be electric and not the proposed diesel trains that they are currently going to use.  It 
would be a positive move to have a station at Cambourne. 
CCC had a meeting yesterday (16th March) to look and discuss the environmental impact that 
would be felt by the new EWR route, a study is now going to be done. 
Cllr Gould enquired if a member of Cambridge Approaches would speak to the Parish Council, 
Cllr Kindersley will forward the details to the Clerk.  The Clerk also reported that they are 
already in contact with members of the group.        Action: SK/Clerk 

 
Cllr Morris Lowe left the meeting at 19:45hrs 
 

329/03/21 South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) Report: 
Cllr Van de Weyer reported that construction work has begun at Barrington and Cambridge 
Water are making a connection to the main water in Foxton, therefore there will be HGV’s going 
to the site. They have been asked to use other routes but some may still come via Orwell, if this 
becomes a problem to let him know. 

 SCDC will be increasing their council tax to £5 per annum (3%). 
Cllr Van de Weyer reported on the proposal for a 25k housing development being put forward 
by Thakeham. SWCAG will be attending the meeting being held by Anthony Brown MP, 
tomorrow (18th March).  It is hoped that there will be an update on what is being proposed as at 
the moment there is little information being put forward. 
With regards to the Oxford/Cambridge Arc – the government is doing a strategic framework. 
This means that the railway has to be considered when looking at planning in general.  It is 
hoped that Thakeham will submit to the Local Plan, which will show the outline of where they 
are proposing to build and other basic information.  They have informed SCDC that they are not 
able to meet the Easter deadline but will submit after Easter.  Thakeham did not submit when 
they should have done in order for it to be included within the Call for Sites.   
 

 
 



330/03/21  Planning: (Planning Committee GB, JC) 
20/03329/LBC, 28 High Street – replacement of 3 no windows and 1no. door. 
20/03413/S106A, West Croft Development – Modification of planning obligations contained in a 
Section 106 Agreement dated 24th March 2017 pursuant to outline planning permission 
S/3190/15/OL. 
There were only two members of the Planning Committee present, therefore a recommendation 
could not be made as they were not quorate. 

 
331/03/21 Operation Forth Bridge and London Bridge: 

Plans to be put into place, Cllr Bunnett will meet with the primary school and the History Group 
to enquire what can be done, if any other councillor would like to be involved to contact Cllr 
Bunnett. 
 

332/03/21 Proposal for a New Town in South Cambridgeshire (Thakeham) 
Also see item 329/03/21 
Cllr Bunnett asked for parish council representatives as Cllrs Szembel and Tyndall are no 
longer on the council.  Cllrs Stone and Chambers volunteered.  

 
333/03/21      Neighbourhood Plan: 

The Parish Council would like to investigate the possibility of a Neighbourhood Plan being 
prepared, but this needs to be run by a Steering Group which is made up of residents and 
some councillors.  Parish Councillors are not allowed to hold office in this group.  A 
Neighbourhood Plan will become a statutory document which would be taken into account 
when considering any planning matters in the parish.  Mr Kruger is presently looking into this 
along with Mrs Hains, Cllr Gould will also join the group.  If anyone else wishes to join the group 
can they let Cllr Bunnett or the Clerk know.  An article will be done for the village email and 
Orwell Bulletin in due course. 
 

334/03/21 Local Plan: 
Comments on the first stage of consultations have now been submitted. The Parish Council to 
monitor as this goes forward. 
 

335/03/21 Housing Survey: 
Carter Jonas are looking at carrying out a housing survey in Orwell to look at the need for 
affordable housing.  They are carrying this out with SCDC, but would like a letter of support from 
the Parish Council.  This letter will not indicate that the Parish Council is in agreement with any 
development in the area and all information will be made available to the Parish Council. 
A discussion was had and the Parish Council felt uncomfortable with producing a letter of 
support for this.  Cllr Van de Weyer stated that the information gained from this survey would be 
a public document and therefore available to anyone and that it would only be looking at 
affordable housing.  Cllr Gould enquired if the Parish Council could do a broader survey so that 
all housing could be included, this would also help towards a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Philips 
did not think there was enough information to support the survey, it was too early in the process 
with regards to the ‘call for sites’. 
 
Meeting closed at 20.39 
 
Mr Kruger reported that he would be uncomfortable to support this as it is Carter Jonas that 
want the information and did not think that it would be a public document and therefore not 
available to other agents.   
 
Meeting opened at 20:50 
 
Mrs Walmsley (Assistant Clerk) stated that Steeple Morden had recently had a housing survey 
done and that a questionnaire went out to the Parish Council prior to it becoming a public 
document and going out to all residents. Cambridgeshire Acre, who have been asked to carry 
this out are very experienced in housing surveys. Cllr Chuisseu also feels uncomfortable in 
involving a corporate entity in parish affairs, and it could be seen as favouritism.  If the Parish 
Council wish to carry out a separate survey it would have a cost implication.  Cllr Bunnett stated 
that they are not asking for permission but a letter of support, and the survey is likely to still go 
ahead and he reiterated what Cllr Van de Weyer stated that if SCDC are involved then the 
information would be made public. 



Cllr Gould proposed that a letter of support not be given, this was seconded by Cllr Philips, with 
all in favour. 
Clerk to inform Carter Jonas of the Council’s decision.             Action: Clerk 

 
336/03/21 Drainage and Flooding: 

A letter has been sent to the Anglian Water CEO, CCC and SCDC.  During the recent heavy 
rains, the drains in some parts of the village were not able to cope with the water, and some of 
these drains were sewage drains.  Orwell has a history of flooding due to blocked drains, (storm 
and sewage) and there is also concern that further development will cause the current sewage 
system to flood further.  Many houses along Town Green Road have suffered from sewage 
problems for many years. 

 
337/03.21 Responsibilities: 

Cllr Murray-Brown – Glebe field and Clunch Pit 
Cllr Tabor – Traffic including Speeding Issues 
Other responsibilities to be completed at the next meeting. 

 
338/03/21 Committees and Working Groups: 
 Planning Committee: presently consists of Cllr Bunnett, Cllr Morris-Lowe and Cllr Chuisseu. It 

was proposed by Cllr Chuisseu that Cllrs Philips, Tabor, and Cllr Gould be part of the planning 
committee, this was seconded by Cllr Bunnett and agreed by all. 
Recreation Ground: presently consists of Cllrs Bunnett and Gould, it was proposed by Cllr 
Bunnett for Cllr Philips to join the committee, this was seconded by Cllr Gould and agreed by all. 
Working groups to be looked at in April or May. 

 
339/03/31 New Recreation Ground: (GB,MG,IP) 

Cllr Bunnett reported that the plans were being reworked and a new planning application will be 
submitted.  There still needs a pre application meeting with the planning officer before this can 
be done. Cllr Bunnett will arrange.       Action: GB 

 
340/03/21 Recreation Ground & Pavilion: 

Cllr Bunnett informed the meeting that Haslingfield U16s football club would like to use the 
recreation ground and pavilion for next season.  A meeting is scheduled to take place with 
Haslingfield, Parish Council and Orwell Football to see whether this will be possible.  Action: GB 
 
Clearance of foliage still to be done.               Action: Clerk 

 
341/03/21 Village Welfare Matters: 

Parking is taking place on the footways opposite the shop, along Hurdleditch Road and Town 
Green Road.  Clerk to arrange a site meeting with Highways, can all councillors please submit 
any concerns to the Clerk so these can possibly be incorporated in the meeting.    Action: Clerk 

 
342/03/21 Light/CCTV Malton Lane/High Street junction: 

Clerk is still trying to get further quotes.  
 

343/03/21 Clunch Pit Management Trust: (CPMT) 
Cllr Murray-Brown reported that the contractors are due to start work on the beacon on the week 
commencing the 22nd March.  There is to be a new information board, permission has been 
sought and gained from Natural England for the placing of these boards and they will be opened 
by the Bishop, sometime in May, due to the pandemic this can not be a public event, as numbers 
can not be controlled.  Cllr Murray-Brown also confirmed that there will be separate signs with 
regards to the ‘No Cycling’ rule. 

 
344/03/21 Glebe Field: 

Cllr Hoptroff has raised a question with regards to the parish purchasing the Glebe Field from the 
Diocese, further information will need to be sought.  The Parish Council has submitted an 
application to have the Glebe Field designated a Local Green Space. 
Clerk has written to Carter Jonas with regards to placing matting down on the Glebe Field so that 
grave diggers are able to access the burial ground easier than at the moment and to be able to 
protect the grassland.  

 



345/03/21 Village Hall Carpark: 
Cllr Morris-Lowe has all the documentation, with regards to the carpark and track, this to be 
discussed at the next meeting.  The Parish Council are looking at extra security with regards to 
either bollards or a barrier.  A bin also needs to be replaced as this was removed when a new 
light was placed.  SCDC do not allow items to be placed on their lampposts so a new post will 
also need to be installed for the bin.         Action: TML/Clerk 

 
346/03/21 Red Telephone Box: 

Clerk is presently looking into getting the telephone box de listed.  Cllr Gould has agreed to assist 
the Clerk in looking over the documents and application.  It is hoped that if it can be de listed as a 
listed building it can then become a village asset and then the Library can be installed. 
              Action: MG/Clerk 

347/03/21 Local Highways Initiative (LHI) Project: 
There are two possible projects for LHI funding, but the Parish Council can only submit one 
application. 

• Speed Restrictions and tracking equipment along Fishers Lane and the High Street.   

• Footway linking the school near the school and the new development. 
Cllr Bunnett reported the Parish Council need to make a decision as to which project they wish to 
put forward for the LHI.  
Clerk will arrange a site meeting with Highways and introduce Cllr Tabor who will be taking Traffic 
Issues as her responsibility. This will help with what can be done with regards to both projects.  A 
resident has done some investigation with regards to speed monitoring equipment and the Clerk 
with Highways will explain how this can be done via Speed Watch. Data is needed with regards 
to vehicles speeding before it can be submitted for the LHI.  It is estimated that you need 
12months data.               Action: EB/Clerk 
 

348/03/21 Harston & Distrcit Warden Scheme: 
It was proposed by Cllr Gould that Orwell should continue with supporting the scheme and pay 
£700 for 2021/22 financial year, this was seconded by Cllr Bunnett. 
Cllr Gould will investigate the possibility of becoming a Trustee, she will contact Cllr Chuisseu for 
further information and contact details.       Action: MG 

 
349/03/21  Financial Matters: 

1. Financial Statements for March 2021 
2. Payments and Additional payments for March (additional payments are shaded, these 
costs have already been agreed but may not have appeared on the Agenda. 
Local Government Act (LGA); Public Health Act (PHA); Open Space Act (OSA); Pairsh Council Act (PCA) 

 

Payee Amount £ Vat £ Description Power 

Salaries, HMRC, 
Pension 

1531.35 0 Employees payments for March 2021 LGA 1972 s112 

Haven Power 262.41 42.65 Street lighting power March 2021  PCA 1957 s3 

E-On £117.18 £5.58 Pavilion electricity LGA 1972 s143 

J Damant £42.72 00 Clerk’s expenses (vodaphone, stamps, 
fuel 

LGA 1972 s113 

Community 
Heartbeat Trust 

162.00 37.00 Annual Support Year 3 for the defibrillator PHA 1936 s234 

Carter Jonas 187.50 0 Licence 30/9/20-25/3/21 SHAA  1908 s34 

Hertfordshire CCTV 1440.00 240 CCTV Monitoring Charge 2019/20 LGA 1997 s31 

Meldretth Parish 
Council 

100.00 0 Rent March 2021 LGA 1972 s133 

Meldreth Parish 
Council 

431.53 0 Office contribution 2020/21 LGA 1972 s133 

 
Payments were proposed by Cllr Philips to be correct, seconded by Cllr Chuiseu and agreed by 
all. 



350/03/21  LHI for 20/21: 

• Breakdown on costs for the road marking and signage on the A603 – project shared with 
Wimpole Parish Council. 

• £6000 for Orwell/Wimpole PC 

• Croudace homes contribution of £2675 

• CCC contribution £9037 

• Road Safety Team (CCC) contribution £3000 

• Total Cost of scheme = £20,700 

 
The cost of the parish council contribution to be split two thirds – Orwell, one third – Wimpole. It 
was proposed by Cllr Gould that the Parish Council pay £4000.00, this was seconded by Cllr 
Bunnett and agreed by all.  If this is not the invoice to hold payment until it comes through. 

 
351/03/21 Scribe: 

Cllrs Bunnett and Philip have looked at the Scribe package and Cllr Philip agreed that the 
package is very good and designed with Town and Parish Councils in mind.  It will also be 
useful for the End of Year accounts and it is hoped it will save the RFO time. 
This is an annual membership so can be looked at, at the end of the financial year to see how it 
has performed.  Many councils are using this package and the companies help and assistance 
was also highly thought of. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr Philip to have the multi user package at £468.00 per annum, this was 
seconded by Cllr Gould and agreed by all.  

 
352/03/21 Website: 

Cllr Philips reported that he has been looking at the website issues for the parish.  The present 
website which is provided free from BT will be de-commissioned as of May 2021.  There is also 
a legal commitment to adhere to the WCAG2.1.  Cllr Philips has looked at the Orwell Past & 
Present, as the parish council already pay for the site, and is used by the community, so they 
are aware of it.  For the parish council to add information and to be able to control information is 
possible.  Whatever site the Parish Council uses has to be in compliance with WCAG 2.1 not 
just the PC information but the whole site.  Cllr Philips has looked at the Past and Present site 
and believes that with a few adjustments it can be made compliant. 
The Past & Present annual invoice is due in August, it might be possible to get 2 communities to 
upgrade.  It was suggested that Cllr Philips carry on with what he is doing and to relook at it 
nearer the time. 
Orwell Parish Council own the domain name and this will be sent to Orwell Past & Present. 
It was proposed by Cllr Philip that the information on the BT site be moved over to the Past & 
Present site, this was seconded by Cllr Murray-Brown and agreed by all. 
This will then be re looked at as to whether the Parish Council continue with the Past & Present 
site or have their own dedicated website which they will have total control over. 

 
353/03/21 Internet Banking: 

Information to include Cllr Philip as a signatory and to remove Cllrs Szembel and Tyndall have 
been done, awaiting the bank to confirm.  It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett to add Cllr Gould as a 
signatory, this was seconded by Cllr Philip and agreed by all.  Clerk to arrange for Cllr Gould to 
be added.                                            Action: Clerk 

 
354/03/21 Correspondence and Clerk’s Report: 

A new contract with North Herts (CCTV) needs to be signed as their address has changed.  
Clerk can do this.   
Clerk has received notification for a Purchase Order to be sent to CCC for a S106 contribution 
of £7720.93. This money is to maintain the new bus stop shelter on Hurdleditch Road.  Cllr 
Bunnett does not agree that the Parish Council should be taking this on.  If the money has not 
been spent in the 10-year period it has to be returned and then the bus stop is the Parish 
Council’s responsibility.  Can the clerk confirm this and enquire why the Parish Council are 
being asked to do this?                  Action: Clerk 
Community Engages Tuesday 25th March at 7pm  
GRT Tuesday 23rd March at 6pm    

 



Virtual Meetings. The Clerk has forwarded a letter to all Councillors, with regards to Parish 
Council’s being able to continue with virtual meetings after 7th May.  Cllr Bunnett would like to 
amend some of the letter before it gets sent to MP.  Cllr Gould would also like the letter to be 
sent to Jacob Reece MP.  As things stand at the moment virtual meetings are to cease on the 7th 
May and there is to be a return to face to face meetings, however you need to still abide by 
social distancing and you will only be able to have 30 people inside.  If the Parish Council can 
use the main room it might work.  There are many parish councils who are not able to find 
alternative venues and there is concern over the Annual Parish Meetings whereby if held 
indoors and with a limit of 30 people it would leave 17/18 places for residents.  There may be 
many councillors, who have not had the vaccine, who will be concerned about meeting indoors.  
This is still to be decided, but if virtual meetings are to stop, Orwell needs to decide how to 
accommodate its meetings, if the village hall is not available. 

 
355/03/21 Councillors’ Reports: 

Cllr Gould 
Mr Nigel Szembel has kindly planted the Cherry Tree on the recreation ground.  
Cllr Gould has also taken over from Cllr Szembel with regards to the Community Team (Covid).  
There will continue to be support coming from SCDC.  Orwell have been invited to be part of the 
focus group looking at how to share volunteer groups. 
Cllr Murray-Brown 
There has been considerable damage to the footway on the corner of Pearmains Close, this has 
been reported using the Highway website.  If Highways do not do the work, it was suggested 
that Cllr Kindersley is contacted. 
Cllr Bunnett 
A letter has been received from a resident who would like access to his back garden via the 
Glebe Field to drop off soil.  The Clunch Pit Management Trust have been informed and if they 
are happy then there is no reason this request can not be granted. 

 
356/03/21 Agenda items for the next meeting: 

Recreation Ground  
Pavilion, Responsibilities 
Thakeham 
Internet Banking and signatories 
Traffic calming – speed restrictions,  
New light on the junction of High Street, Malton Lane, Barrington Road,  
Glebe field 
Paddock 
Defibrillator – village hall 
Red Telephone Box 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Website 

 
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 22.04hrs. 
 
The next meeting will be on the 21st April 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman: ________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Orwell Parish Council are those signed in Public 
Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk 

 


