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ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL  
Clerk:  Mrs J.E Damant 

   Parish Office, Sheltered Housing Scheme 
 Elin Way, Meldreth SGtrac8 6LT 

(01763) 269928 
E-mail: parishclerkorwell@dsl.pipex.com 

www.orwellparishcouncil@btck.co.uk 

unAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING  
A meeting of Orwell Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on 20th February 2019 at 7.30pm (19.30hrs) 

 
Present:  Cllr G Bunnett – Acting Chairman (GB), Cllr C Ingrey (CI) and Cllr T Morris-Lowe (Tyndall) (TM) 
In Attendance: Mrs J Damant – Clerk, District Councillor A Van de Weyer and County Councillor S Kindersely 
 

 
 
Motion to exclude Public and Press: Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that as publicity would be 

prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted on item 326/02/19 & 327/02/19 
 
295/02/19 Apologies for Absence: (LGA 1972 sch12 para 40 – Quorate is one third but no less than 3 members LGA 1972 

sch12, para 45) 

 Apologies have been received by Cllrs Szembel, Healy, Chiusseu, Tyndall and Mckenna (personal 
reasons).   These were accepted and agreed. 
Cllr Bunnett chaired the meeting. 

  
296/02/19 Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests (disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs) include 

interests held by a member’s spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on the Agenda: 
There were no interests declared 

 
297/02/19 Public participation: for up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their views 

and comments to the Parish Council. 
There were two members of the public in attendance. 
Concern was raised regarding traffic speeding along the High Street and that Speedwatch was 
proving difficult to organise with a lack of volunteers and having to book the equipment. It was 
asked if the Parish Council would be able to look into speed restrictions that would be suitable for 
this area.  The main area of concern is the part of the High Street as it leads into Barrington Road.  
Cllr Bunnett responded that the Parish Council would look into this but it would need further 
investigation and a possible consultation and there would be cost involved.  The Clerk also stated 
that the first thing that either CCC or the Police will ask for is evidence which would be the statistics 
available from the Speedwatch data. Cllr Kindersley also stated this and that it would be worth the 
effort to get Speedwatch running and to target those times of the day that were of concern and to 
do it for a period of time (3 days).  Cllr Kindersley also stated that parked cars appears to work in 
slowing traffic down and Chicanes are not always the answer. Cllr Bunnett enquired if the 
speedwatch team of Orwell had approached the team at Wimpole to see if they would be willing to 
assist? Cllr Kindersley also stated that the team at Wimpole are a very active group. Clerk also 
stated that many parishes had joined together in obtaining their own equipment. 
Mr David Hassel, Manager at Wimpole Hall introduced himself to the meeting.  Wimpole which is a 
National Trust property were objecting to the proposal of having the East West rail route going 
through the property.  One of the proposed routes under consultation would run through the end of 
the South Avenue and would have a major impact on the grounds.  The proposal shows some 
ambiguity and there are no definite designs available and there appears to be a lack of 
infrastructure, along with a lack of access and the impact it could have on ecology. 
Cllr Kindersley also stated that there are indications that Bassingbourn may have a development of 
around 30,000 new homes which would mean that the A1198 would have to be improved to a 
major road.  If a Bassingbourn route is adopted and the railway is either elevated or constructed 
below ground level, it will require a 3 km length of railway to either go over or under a road. This 
would mean that the rail route would need about 3 km to have a bridge over the road. Therefore, 
the A1198 road is more likely to be raised and cross over the railway leaving the railway at ground 
level. This is not a statutory consultation; however the Government are saying that a strategic 
environmental investigation now needs to be completed. 

 
298/02/19 Minutes of the last meeting 16th January 2019 
  Due to the councillor’s present the agreement and signing of the minutes was deferred. 
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299/02/19 CCC Report: circulated 

Additional items: Childrens services have been Ofsteded and improvements are needed. 
Wimpole Parish Council are concerned about the accidents that are occurring at the junctions of 
A603 with Hurdleditch Road and Fishers Lane. The County Council have been asked to look at 
signage and implementing lines.  Cllr Bunnett stated that Orwell are also concerned and are 
keeping a log book of accidents that have occurred.  In the past Orwell have tried to get better 
signage and lines implemented without any luck of which Cllr Kindersley is aware of.  Cllr Bunnett 
stated that he believed that there was money with the S106 development along Hurdleditch Road 
which could be used for this, Cllrs Kindersley and Ven de Weyer did not think this was the case but 
Cllr Van de Weyer will make enquiries. 
Cllr Kindersley will make further investigation on behalf of both parishes. 
Cllr Bunnett also enquired with Cllr Kindersley about Orwell Parish Council finance as to what 
Orwell could do in order of finance funding and what advice could he give on what services may 
eventually come to the Parish Council? Cllr Kindersley responded that at the moment there isn’t 
very much to report on this but that the Parish Council should consider what they believed they 
could do better and how they could build capacity. 
 

300/02/19 SCDC Report: verbal report 
Cllr Van de Weyer reported that the contractor A to B who run the 75 bus may be giving up the 
contract at the end of March.  Cllr Ven de Weyer is investigating this. Barrington are not aware of 
this and the Clerk for Orwell also stated that they were also unaware of this.  The Mayor has 
finished a bus review across Cambridgeshire and concludes that a better service is needed and 
that further work needs to be done.  He is also looking at a business case which could take up to 
two years to complete.   
Greater Cambridgeshire Partnership are also launching a consultation ‘Choices for better 
Transport’. 

 
301/02/19 Planning: NS, GB, TT, JC, LH, JH and TML (Town and Country Planning Act 1990 schedule 1, paragraph 8)  

Full planning minutes are available on the website or from the Clerk.  
S/2182/18/FL – Land between 69 & 75 High Street, Erection of dwelling and garage and 
associated access has been WITHDRAWN 
S/3870/18/RM – Land at Hurdleditch Road. Reserved Matters has been APPROVED  

   

302/02/19 Speeding Issues within the Village: 
See item 297/02/19 
It was agreed that Speedwatch needs to be reintroduced again.  Cllr Morris-Lowe volunteered to 
join the group.  Once some more data has been compiled then the Parish Council can make further 
inquiries. Clerk to enquire with North Herts Partnership if the CCTV cameras can detect speeding 
vehicles.                 Action: Clerk 
 

303/02/19 East West Rail Link: 
 East West Rail will be holding a public meeting in Orwell Village Hall on 26th February 2019 from 

2pm to 6pm.  
Decision as to whether to hold an Extraordinary meeting to find out how residents feel before the 
consultation finishes on the 11th March.  At the moment there are five routes being proposed. 
It was proposed by Cllr Ingrey that there should be another meeting for residents to voice their 
opinions, this was seconded by Cllr Morris-Lowe and agreed by all.  Clerk has made enquiries on 
where this can be held, at the moment it appears that the School Room of the Methodist Chapel 
would be free.  The meeting will take place on the 6th March from 7pm. 

 
304/02/19 Development Proposal on Hurdleditch Road (next to the primary school) 

The approval of the Reserved Matters is almost complete, but the footpath alongside Hurdleditch 
Road will not extend for the full length of the frontage may not be included. So, there may be only 
one legal access via Hurdleditch Road in order to gain entry on to the new playing field. The 
revised plan does not show a public footway/footpath.  Cllr Bunnett will contact the Planning Officer 
to clarify this. Cllr Morris Lowe enquired if the Parish Council could approach Highways to put in a 
footway, Cllr Bunnett stated it may be worth investigating. 
  

305/02/19 Oatlands: 
  There was nothing new to report.   
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306/02/19 Recreational Ground Working Group: 

Cllr Bunnett reported that Cllr Healy had forwarded some information from the Football Club as to 
what will be required could be needed for the new pitch and pavilion to comply with the Football 
Association's standards as it is hoped that the football team will be progressing to a higher league 
further up the league table.  SCDC have now confirmed that the land will be transferred to the 
Parish Council.  A meeting has been arranged regarding funding avenues with a consultant 
experienced in this matter. 

 
307/02/19 Recreation Ground & Pavilion: 
  Play equipment weekly inspection.  All equipment appears to be in good working order. 

Pavilion Survey – Clerk has emailed and awaiting a response for an insurance assessment to be 
carried out.  This is not a structural survey. 

   
308/02/19 CCTV:  

Letters have been sent to residents and the Clerk has not received any replies from any concerned 
residents.  Remaining documents have now been sent to North Herts Partnership who will now go 
ahead and install the three cameras. 

 
309/02/19 Chapel Orchard: 

Cllr Morris-Lowe stated that there is nothing new to report and that this item can come off the 
agenda until such time there is something to report. 

 
310/02/19 Clunch Pit Management Trust (CPMT): 

Cllr Bunnett reported that he had been in touch with the solicitors regarding changing the Trust.  
The solicitors are concerned that there could be difficulties if this has been set up as a Charity.  
The Charity Commission normally ask for an annual report which has never been requested and 
officers of the Trust believe that a charity was never set up.  The Charity would run the 
Management. The solicitors require clarification on whether it is a charity and Cllr Bunnett has 
written to the Charity Commission. 
 

311/02/19 Village Hall: 
A request has been received from the Village Hall as to whether they can use the blue boards 
which belong to the Parish Council.  Mr Dawe has looked and done some minor repairs to the 
boards. The Parish Council have no objection to this.   
Cllr Bunnett also reported that a new Secretary and Treasurer have now been found. They are now 
looking for a new Chairman and a Building Manager. 

 
312/02/19 Glebe Paddock Agreement: 
  The Agreement has now been signed by both the Parish Council and Carter Jonas. 
 
313/02/19 Financial Matters: 

 1. Financial Statements for February 
 2.Payments and Additional payments for February (Additional payments are shaded, these costs 
have already been agreed but may not have appeared on the agenda. 
Local Government Act (LGA); Public Health Act (PHA); Open Space Act (OSA) 
Payments awaiting authorisation 

Payee Amount £ Vat £ Description Power 

Salaries, HMRC, 
Pension 

Classified 0 Employees payments LGA 1972 s112 

Carter Jonas 50.00 0 Paddock rental OSA 1906 s9/10 

G Bunnett 19.00 0 Expenses for land search OSA 1906 s9/10 

Community Heartbeat 
Trust 

4932.00 822 Two defibrillators (AEDs) PHA 1936 s234 

Eon 93.59 6.71 Electric pavilion paid by DD LGA 1972 s133 

Balfour Beatty 247.22 41.20 Repair of street light in Brookside owned 
by the parish council  

PCA 1957 s3  

Meldreth Parish 
Council 

1068.00 0 Payment towards the running costs of the 
office  

LGA 1972 s111 
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Somersham Parish 
Council 

 
25.00 

 
0 

 
Code of Conduct Training 

Pg 45  
LGA 1972 s111 

CCC 2190.39 0 Street Lighting Highways Act 1980 
s301 

J Healy 33.20 0 Councillor expenses LGa 1972 s111 

 
Payments for Balfour Beatty from January’s meeting was destroyed and VAT had not been 
allocated so new payment to be raised this month. 
Payments Received: None 
It was proposed by Cllr Ingrey and seconded by Cllr Morris Lowe to agree to all the payments apart 
from the contribution to Meldreth Parish Council as Councillors had not seen the invoice, this was 
agreed by all. 
 

314/02/19 Budget setting: (Local Government Finance Act 1992 s41) 
Precept allocation has been submitted to SCDC and they have acknowledged receipt. 
 

315/02/19 Notice Board for Meadowcroft Way: 
Clerk had three tenders and it was proposed by Cllr Morris Lowe to purchase an oak notice board 
from Acorn this was seconded by Cllr Cllr Ingrey and agreed by all.          Action: Clerk 

 
316/02/19 Community Benefit: 
  There have been no applications. 
 
317/02/19 Cooption of New Councillor 

Due to the resignation of Cllr Howie there is now a vacancy.  Permission from SCDC has been 
received for the Council to coopt.  

 
318/02/19 Community Gritting: 

Cllr Healy along with other volunteers have been gritting the footways however the machinery is 
not adequate for the amount of gritting needed.  It has been suggested that the council purchase a 
quad bike and hopper to help with this.  The quad bike will also be used for carrying out other 
issues within the village.   
Following a discussion whereby Cllr Morris Lowe suggested that other options should also be 
investigated.  A small tractor which can have attachments may be of better use for the village and 
possible projects rather than a quad bike.  Cllr Bunnett suggested that the item be put on the 
agenda for next month when more councillors will be present.  Cllr Morris Lowe will obtain further 
information regarding a small tractor vehicle.            Action: Morris Lowe 

 
319/02/19 Annual Parish Meeting: 

Will take place on 22nd May, Cllr Healy is in the process of inviting societies and organisation from 
the village to see if they would like to attend, this will be an event whereby the Parish Council would 
like to say ‘thank you’ to all those organisations and for them to be able to show residents what 
they are doing.  

 
320/02/19 Defibrillator/Red Telephone Box: (PHA 1936 s234) 

Confirmation as to where the defibrillator (AED) is to be placed at the Village Hall. Concern has 
been raised as to where it would be safe to do so.  Decision on whether to go ahead and order one 
machine now as that can be installed at the pavilion once it has been received, clerk will 
correspond with the electrician.  However, the decision for the Village Hall may take further 
investigation. It was proposed by Cllr Morris Lowe that the clerk purchase the AED which can be 
fitted at the pavilion, this was seconded by Cllr Ingrey and agreed by all.  The second defibrillator 
has been agreed but the positioning of it is still in doubt and until that has been resolved it is better 
to hold off purchasing it.   

 
321/02/19 Correspondence and Clerk's Report:  
  Clerk has reported another light on Pearmans Close is not working. 
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322/02/19 Village Show on the Recreation Ground: 

It is hoped to have a Village Show on Saturday 7th September and it is also hoped that there will 
also be a horticultural element to the show.  Sarah Reid and Rachel Talbot will be organising the 
event. It was proposed by Cllr Morris Lowe that the village show should take place but certain 
criteria needs to be finalised, ie that the parking of vehicles should not be placed on the football 
pitch. This was seconded by Cllr Ingrey and agreed by all.  It was also questioned as to where any 
profit from the funds are going for this event will go. 

 
323/02/19 Permission sought to run a Café in the Pavilion: 

Clerk had requested information pertaining to this event but, as yet, had not received anything. So, 
there was no further discussion. 
 

324/02/19 Boot Fair on the Recreation Ground: 
It is hoped to have a boot fair on 6th May 2019 – Sarah Reid and Rachel Talbot will be organising 
the event.  It was proposed by Cllr Morris Lowe that the event should take place, this was 
seconded by Cllr Ingrey.  There will be a stipulation that vehicles are not allowed to park on the 
football pitch. In the past the boot fair has been set up on the outside of the field and along the 
brook.  Further clarification will be needed. 

 
325/02/19 Councillors' Reports and Areas of Responsibility: 

Cllr Chiusseu was absent from the meeting so there was no update on the sewage tankers on 
Meadowcroft Road.  
Cllr Morris Lowe would like to thank the Clunch Pit for organising the clean up and a special thank 
you to Acer Landscapes for doing such a good job. 
Cllr Morris Lowe also reported that there is again a problem occurring at the Village Hall car park.  
The police have been informed and the PCSO have been running spot checks at the car park, 
pavilion and Chapel Orchard, but the problems are still ongoing.  Clerk will contact the PCSO to 
see if anything else can be done.              Action: Clerk 
Cllr Ingrey reported to the Clerk that the light along Meadowcroft Way is still on.  Cllr Ingrey will 
pass on the number of the light to the Clerk.             Action: Clerk 

 
326/02/19 Clerk’s Appraisal: 

Clerk left the room 21.45 
Clerk returned 21.55 
It was agreed to increase the Clerk to LCP 30 
 

327/02/19 Code of Conduct Review: 
Clerk has attended the recent Code of Conduct training held by CAPALC.  The course was mainly 
aimed at Councillors. The Clerk felt it was still very beneficial. Clerk will forward the notes on  to 
councillors.  
Complaints Procedure has been compiled by the Clerk and is presently being looked at by Cllr 
Tyndall, this will then be sent to all councillors to be agreed at the next meeting.   Action: TT/Clerk 

 
328/0219 Agenda items for the next meeting: 
  These items have been deferred until the March meeting:  

Financial Regulations, Safeguarding Policy, Complaints Policy. 
 
 
 
There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.05 pm.  Next scheduled 

meeting will take place in the Back Room of the Village Hall on March 20th 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman:_____________________________   Date:_________________________  
For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Orwell Parish Council are those signed at 
meetings. 
 


